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For MONDAY, January 2, 1815. 





Some Account of the Plague which broke out at Malta, 
in the Year 1813, in a Letter froma Person resid- 
ing there. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


-. was Sunday evening, the 28th of March, 1818, when a 
friend called on me, and mentioned that a vessel had 
arrived in the course of the day from Alexandria, having 
the plague on board, that she lay in the quarantine harbour, 
and that the survivors of the: crew had been permitted to 
go into the lazaretto. This news, as you may suppose, 
gave me and my family a terrible shock ; for though the 
plague could not properly be said to be in the island, yet 
we all felt the dreadful possibility of our being visited by 
one of the heaviest of buman sufferings. However, we 
consoled ourselves with the idea that it was better to have 
the disease thus secured, in its origin, in the lazaretto, by 
which the government might be put upon its guard, and the 
people individually forewarned, than to see it burst out sud- 
denly among us, committing devastation before its existence 
was suspected. 

On the next day we found that this vessel, called the St. 
Nicolo, Captain Mascara, bad arrived under convey with six 
Vol. 55. other 











Q THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


- 


other vessels, after a fortnight’s voyage. The captain stated, 


that eight days before their arrival two men died of the 
plese, beth of whemdbhe had atteaded ; iheir illacss was bat 
short, and the nature of it was not at first suspected. On dis- 
covering its nature, from its well known external swellings, 
and. after throwing the bodies overboard, they fastened down 
the hatches of the ship, and remained night and day upon 
deck. ‘The survivors, being Captain Muscara, six men, 
and a boy, though suffering much from their situation, ap- 
peareckin perfect health, and, as it seemed the. only alternative 
of the moment, they were allowed by the superintendant of 
quarantine to go into the lazaretto, after taking the precaution 
of destroying all their clothes, washing themselves in the 
sea, &c. 

Some persons seemed tothink that the vessel ought not tohave 
been received, but should have been sent away exactly as she 
caine. The inhumanity of such a proceeding would bot have been 
questionable ; but it appears to me that it would not only have 
been inhuman, but unjust. The vessel, it should be recol- 
lected, belonged to Malta, and most of her crew were Maliese. 
Where, Lask, should the British flag seek refuge under such a 
calamity, but in its own ports? 

It now became a question, what should be done with the 
vessel herself, round which gnard-boats were stationed night 

g 
and. day. The. people all ‘said, burn her. This, however, 
would have been of to use; as it afterwards turned out, 
as no plague ever came from her into the island, unless 
hininnd the crew, as | shall presently prove. The proprietors 
offered to send the vessel back to Alexandria, which was per- 
mitted by the government ; and, |strange as it may seem, a 
master and crew were soon found, who agreed, for a handsome 
pay each, tonavigate her back to Alexandria. 

As soon as the wind and weather, which had been extremely 
boisterous, would allow, she sailed (April the Qth) for 
Alexandria, under convoy of his majesty’s sloop Badger. 
This crew kept entirely on deck, where they had supplies of 
every thing, and arrived safe and sound at Alexandria. 

From the concurrent testimony of various letters received 
from Alexandria, it appears that the St Nicolo was un- 
loaded, and her cargo entirely exposed to the usual process of 
purification, without any accident eccurring to the persons 
who undertook this hazardous business ; it was further ascer- 
tuined, to the satisfaction of the proprietors, that not a single 
article was found missing, which removes any supposition 
which might have been formed, that the plague was intro 
duced into Malia by means of property stolen from the St. 
Nicolo, while she lay here. 
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Let us now return to poor Captain Muscara and his com- 
panions in the luzaretto, You will readily believe that the 
sympathy ofthe publi¢ was much awakened on their ac- 
count, in which teeling perhaps there was mingled some- 
thing of anxiety for ourselves, seeing the plague, or at least 
a strong suspicion of it, so near at hand, It was before 
the St. Nicolo sailed,on ber return for Alexandria, that poor 
Museara and. the boy were attacked with violent fever, of 
which the symptoms were evidently pestilential. These un- 
fortunate persons soon died, and within a day or two of each 
other. The remainder of the crew, notwithstanding the 
communication they had had with the captain and boy, escaped 
the infection. This surprized me, for | was told by a person 
who hadseen them all, at a distatice, that they used no precau- 
tions with each other until the falling sick of the captain 
warned them todo so. 

As I sliall now have no further occasion to mention the 
Sr. Nicolo, or her crew, | shall here observe, that ik appears 
extremely cloubtful whether the plague got among us through 
this channel; that it would have been inhuman to turn her 
away, in the first instance, seeing what an excellént lazaret 
we have; and that, having: :eceived the men as we did, it 
signified nothing whether the ship was burned on the spot, as 
some proposed, or was sent. back to Alexandria at the request af 
the proprietors, who would have been seriously injured by the 
burning of her and her cargo. 

[ mention these things particularly, because this vessel only 
was talked of as bringing the plague. [ now subjoin the 
nam * of another vessel which arrived in the course of 
this month from Alexandria, with the plague on board. She 
went to St. Paul’s Bay, which is on the sorth side of the 
island,and performed her quarantine under proper guards. 
I believe some of the sick were received in the Jazare?, 
where some died, and some recovered. It appeared to me, 
that it was most probable the plague was communicated 
to the city of Valetta, through the carelessness of some of 
the lazaret’s guardians} On this part of our. misfortune, 

however, 


Nine vessels arrived from Alexandria this April, among them the 
latrepid, John Johnson, which vessel bad. plague on board: She went 
to St. Paul’s Bay, as did the Nelly, Roger Paterson, master, which 
arrived with the St, Nicolo, and aboard which the plague broke out in 
a few days. 


t As the plague is so mortal a disease, and so’ much dreaded 
by all classes, I can hardly agree with those who suppose it 
was introduced among us by any act of criminality, such as thefts, 
contraband, &c. It) must have been trom want of proper circum- 
spection, 
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however, there rests an impenetrable ignorance. We are 
not even certain whether the public was aware of the first 
case which happened among them. It might be that some 
persons were buried, who cied of the plague, and «yet were 
not suspected thereof; for ina large city, like Valetta, where 
deaths by fever are common enough in spring and autumn, 
some mortality might take place without exciting suspicion: 
and indeed, after the plague did appear, we took considera- 
ble pains to convince ourselves and each other that it was 
only a-putrid fever, a spring fever, &c. arguing rather accord- 
ing to our wishes, than (as we should now do, with our present 
experience, if placed in similar circumstances,) according to 
the too certain truth. 

By whatever way the plague got into Malta, certain it 
is, that on Tuesday, the 4th of May, towards mid-day, the 
city of Valetta, in which i live, began to experience a very 
dreadful sensation ; for it was talked about publicly that the 
wife of a shoemaker, living in a small shop in St. Paul’s- 
stieet, was dead of the plague. Curiosity took me immediately 
to the spot. I saw several persons moving in the same direc- 
tion. The shop door was shut, and a soldier belonging to the 
Maltese regiment of veterans stood sentry. Now, said I to 
myself, God help us all! [ have often read shocking ac- 
counts of the plague, and I have often heard its ravages de- 
scribed by those who have been in the Levant, and must it now 
be my lot te witness this affliction myself ? perhaps even to fall 
by it! 1 felt myself uneasy as I made these reflections. | 
was earning my bread in Malta, and a wife and child de- 
pended on me forsupport. To quit the place was ruin ; to stay 
was death ! My imagination was wonderfully fertile in assist- 
ing my fears. A'lthe horrors of the plague of London, so 
pathetically described in history, rose to my view. I gazed 
upon the wretched shop, as on the germ whence almost total 
desolation was to spring. No person who has not been ina 
city at the first breaking out of a plague, or other infectious 
mortality, can conceive how miserable | felt myself on this 
and many succeeding days. 

It appears that the physician who attended this family, 
reported the case to the board of health in the evening of 
the 3d, and that the poor woman died the same night at 
twelve. We also heard that the husband was unwell, and had 
the plague symptoms. Moreover, that the same physician had 
attended a child of their’s on the 19th of April, when it 
died of fever a few hours after be saw her, of the nature 
of which fever there could be now but little doubt. These 
circumstances put together left no uncerteinty in the wmiads 
of the board as to the nature of the disease. There were, 
however, maby opinions on the subject among the people, 

of 
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of whom the incredulous, through hope, was a very nume- 
rous sect. I certainly must own, that though the faculty de- 
cided it was the plague, L did all | could to argue myself ‘into 
a contrary belief. 

On going home to dinner [ told my wife what I had heard 
and seen. Her terror was very great. In a few moments 
she burst into tears, and began to lament bitterly the snua- 
tion ia which we found ourselves placed. I offered to send her 
to her family, which wasin Sicily, but she declared she would 
not leave me, happen what would. 

The steps taken by the government on this occasion were 
hamane, prompt, and decisive. The shoemaker, with the 
rest of his family, and every person with whom it could 
be traced thet he bad any the remotest connec: ion, were secured, 
and sent to the lazaretto. Such was the industry employed on 
this occasion, that no fewer than sixty persons were instantly 
traced to have had communicition, directly or indirectly, 
with this unhappy family, and as the inquiries continued, the 
number was increased, 

A general ray of hope now spread itself in the city, that as 
we had got hold of the disease in so early a stage, its pro- 


‘gress was effectually cut off, except among the unhappy 


people whom we had secured, whose fate we pitied, and whose 
sensations, | was told by those who attended them, were be- 
yond description. The government suppiied them with food 
twice a-day, and with medical assistance. But, alas! the 
seeds of death were sown among them. In this place, per- 
haps, my narrative had better assume, for a few days, the 
form of a journal. 
(To be continued.) 





For the Weekly Entertainer. 


THE TYRANT. 
No. 9. 


[From the M. S. of Lieutenant Miller, R. N. Author of “ Letters 
from France.”] 


(Continued from Page 1009 of our last Volume.) 


«© What a. kes ih tyr.nt') mb. ? conscious guili!” 


ECLINED on his glitterins couch, behold the proud 
usurper, whose vast projects are as boundless as his au.bi- 
tion! 
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tion! Returned from the ensanguined plains of Jena to 
his capital, and dolling in the lap of victory, you regard 
him: as the happiest of mortals, and consider his repose 
vninterrupted by care. Erring conception! As the disap. 
pointed trout, seizing with avidity on the shining partictes of 
dust scattered on the ruffled rivulet—thou art deceived! In 
vain are his endeavours to suppress the painful recollection 
of past guilt, the baneful effect of inordinate ambition! in 
vain he implores the god of sleep to “ steep his senses in 
forgetfulness!” Morpheus delights in contrasting the calm 
repose of innocence and simplicity, with the disturbed slumbers 
of tyranny and oppression ; he invites the guilty wretch to 
his arms, like a pretended friend, to sport with his miseries, and 
to deceive. 

Methinks I now behold this modern Alexander, as he 
is called by his fawning sycophants, trembling at the ap 
proach of a defenceless woman, the unfortunate marchande 
de modes, who fell a victim to suspicion and cowardice, 
See how he starts from his couch, like a midnight assassin, 
disturbed by the screeching bird of night! Mark the strik- 
ing lines of fear and attention on his forehead! He flies to 
the door with precipitation, and his alarms are heightened 
by thé appearance of a female, whose pensive posture re- 
called to his memory the detested Maret, and he thought 
he beheld another Charlotte Conde. His satellites of power 
flew to the assistance of the trembling hero of Maren- 
go: “ Qu’ on Ja mene au Temple !” exclaims the haughty 
tyrant, in a voice of thunder, no longer apprehensive for his 
safety. 

The Temple had long been justly called the modern Bas- 
tille; and the unexpected exclamation of the dignified coward 
was too powerful for the innocent dress-maker, who fell at 
his feet. 

In vain were her supplications for mercy!- in vain her 
attempts to explain the cause of her presence at the chateau } 
The suspicious barbarian even refused to listen to the sup- 
plications of his consort, the neglected Josephine, who 
declared having demanded her attendance. The unfortu- 
nate woman was compelled to quit the capital, and strictly 
forbidden to re-enter it during a space of seven years. 

The French officer from whom I learnt this instance of a 
tyrant’s injustice, assured me, that in consequence of her re- 
moval she lostthe means of subsistence, and became an object 
of commiseration. 


Like a proud bark that stems the roaring main, 
Against whose prow the billows-dash in yain ; 
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In vain the haughty tyrant seeks repose, 
Bat restless reigns amidst a host of foes. 


(To be continued.) 








ON THE FORMER INFLUENCE OF WOMEN IN FRANCE. 
In a Letter from M. Lacretelle to M. Michaud. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


7 OU once remarked, with moch feeling and sentiment, the 
influence women had formerly, and still may be said to 
have, inthe happy denouement of one of the longest and 
most sanguinary tragedies in all history. Anevent which puts 
an end to couscription and war, has placed us under the 
care of maternal tenderness. During the revolutionary govern- 
nent, women, in saving the proscribed, obtained for themselves 
often the first place on the list of proscription. Under the go- 
vernament of Buonaparte women were forgotten, or only re- 
membered to be placed on a system of degradation. The 
fiist epocha was the reign of ferocity ; the second of anfeel- 
ing minds: neither of these denominations could long sub- 
sist in France—pity and love could not be banished from their 
native soil, 
la‘times of rudeness and uncivilization, our women had ob- 
tained a blind kind of worship from ancient nations ; the 
progress of politeness has embellished our’s, and that of cor- 
ruption could not overthrow it. Women established their 
empire when they defended the monarchy of Francis 1. of 
Henry IV. and of Lovis XIV. The laws they exercised 
among us, over our manners, our customs, and even on public 
opinion, were as secret, as judicious, and as determined, as 
those they observed in their own families. As we are a more 
lively and energetic people than any other, so we feel more the 
influence of women. While we meditate for a moment, with 
an affectation of profundity, it is then that women shew their 
power over us. But in these few last years their empire seemed 
atanend. Statesmen began to calculate; and what an ap- 
pearance sat on the countenance of our females, in those mags 
nificent and gloomy fetes, where gallantry was exchanged for 
rudeness and heavy etiquette ! How terrified was every mother 
when she heard the question, “ Are your sons, Madame, in the 
army ?” Certainly, every woman was at liberty to be as luxuri- 
ous as she pleased; but luxury bad been long exploded, aad 
we see the wearisome servility which she brings in her train, 
6 What 
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What graces are there not ina court where simplicity reigns, 
where a just and lively wit displays itself im genuine sallies, and 
kindness excites the mind tocandour ! How delighttul is it to 
see our young women forming themselves in groupes round the 
daughter of Louis XVI. and shewing by their eagerness to | 
imitate the chastened style of her diess, how happy they are 
also to imitate her virtues! Oh! let them not endeavour to hush 
their sorrowful recollections : sach recollections recall to their 
minds the glory of their mothers and their sisters. 2 

Women, in every age, have inspired the. most exalted ac-; 
tions——but during the revolution they acted themselves. They / 
had the glory of courage, while they preserved the charms of | 
modesty ; nor did an idea of future fame mingle itself with the | 
sacred motives of their loyalty and devotion ;: and by their noble | 
silence, the memorial of pasttimes bas not been able to re-| 
cord the thousandth part of their courageous deeds. The great. | 
est part of those whose elevated actions have excited so inte. | 
resting an admirsation have perished. Let us weep over their 
sacred tombs, or rather, let us raise tombs to those who braved 
death to preserve their yirtue and principles unsullied. Let 
those who lament the loss of a beloved sister weep before the 
marble which represents the figure of Madame Elizabeth: let her 
be represented at that moment when a troop of ruffians, tak 
ing her for the queen, threatened her life, and she made use 
of every effortto keep them in that error. Let an inscription 
commemorate the many virtues of Mademoiselle Gattey, who, 
on hearing sentence of death passed on her brother for his loy 
alty, cried out “ Long live the King,” and followed him.to the 
scaffold. A wilein herearly bloom set the example—Madame te 
Vergne, the wife of the old commander of Longwy. Both thes 
women were led to death. We need not fear that monuments 
erected to such as these, will destroy that bond of harmony, of 
which our king has so nobly set an example. When tears and 
prayers are our employment, vengeance may be said to sleep: 
these moments will only give birth to the most laudable feel 
ings. He who can insult remorse, is almost as guilty as he who 
insults misfortune. 

This is also the time to inform ourselves of the fate of those 
who have ye: survived, and given proof; of a loyalty the most hie 
roic and renowned, and who form a sublime and consolatory 
wet of our dreadful history. Tell me, my friend, what favoured? 
and, what happy family, bas sheltered Mademoiselle Elizabeth) 
Cazutte, who, on ihe second of September, saved her father 
from the hsuds of the executioners, one of the most cheerfil 
and respectable of eld men ? Nor can I forget Mademoiselle de 
Sombreuil, who on the same day saved, by an effort of unhearé- 
of courage, a father, who, the following year, fell a prey @ 
other assassins. The name of Sombreuil ought to be ever deal 
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to Frenchmen ! It recalls to our minds another martyr to roy- 
alty and honour : he who on the fatal rock of Quiberon gave 
up his life to save that of his comrades, and, alas! made a 
useful sacrifice! This is not all ; a second brother of Mademoi- 
selle Sombreuil, who, two days before his father, whom he had 
accompanied to prison, was cited to appear before that tribu- 
nal whose sentence was certain death : by the assistance of a 
friend he was offered to be freed from prison, and who bribing 
the jailors, they also urged his escape. ‘ No,” said he, “ L 
shall add to the torments of my father!” The most tender 
persuasions could not force him to escape : he died by the side 
of his father, who, firmly devoted to his king, inspired his 
whole family with the same sublime sentiments. 

Mademoiselle de Sombreuil, some years after, married M. de 
Villelune, an officer, who was worthy of becoming a member of 
this chivalrous family, She resided constantly in the city of 
Anspach, where, under the auspices of the queen of Prussia, 
that model of beauty, virtue, and every grace, she established 
a most interesting colony of emigrants. By how many tender 
cares did this queen, since so unfortunate, solten the lot of those 
her noble proteges, who were the friends of M. Villelune! 
They experienced a degree of felicity at Anspach, if such ean 
be said to be the lotof those who survive the greatest part of 
their family. How much did this colony bless and honour the 
tender and idolized consort of a sovereign, who yet laments 
her in this city. 

Our most illustrious generals, who so often passed through 
the city of Anspach, evinced the greatest desire to pay their 
homage to the generous daughter of the governor of the in- 
valids, and to moderate the ravages of war in that place which 
she had made her asylum! 

Your’s, &e. 





PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


N historical view of the Philippine Islands, by a Spaniard, 

was published at Manilla in 1803, and has recently been 
presented to ihe British public in a translation by Mr. Maver. 
In general, these islands abound with every delicacy, and the 


. oil is abundantly fertile; but the excessive heat from their 


vicinity to the Line; the innumerable noxious insecis, and 
venomous reptiles ; the dreadful earthquakes, and the frequent 
eruptions from many of their mountains, which are vol- 
Canos; the great number of poisonous herbs and flowers, 
from which the most pernicious vapours exhale ; the terri- 
ble storms of thuader snd lightning ang rain, which spread 
Vol. 55. B devastation 
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devastition around; contribute greatly to deteriorate the smiling 
aspect of the country. Referring to the work before us, we 
find, that 


“The ‘productions of these islands are various, and of ‘a 
value and impdértance unquestionably high. fn ‘the hands 
of ‘an industrious population, and ‘ander ‘a fosterityg govern- 
ment, there is scarcely any vegetable substance which, by 
slender exertion, they may not be ‘made to yield, whilst 
the choicest treasures ‘of the mineral kingdom, lodged: beneath 
their irrecular surface, minister largely to the cupidity, and 
fortish materials for the more enterprising labours: of mon, 
Gold isin abundance ; iron, steel, copper, lead, pitch, ‘and tar, 
hemp, cotton, indigo, sugar, cocoa, ‘pepper, ‘betel, cowries, 
tortuiseshell, mother of pearl and pearls, hides, coyar, tobacco, 
corn and rice excellent‘and abundant, with a variety of other 
productions, contribute to the wants of commerce; while in 
this enumeration ‘will be found ‘all the ‘articles, which, with the 
aid of the finest timber for bailding in the “world, ‘are re- 
quisite for the construction and complete equipment: of ships 
of every description. ‘The establivhed tmtetcourse of these 
islands with Japan and China (adds Mr. Mayer) offers: a 
ready transit for manufactutes; and although it ‘is wnder- 
stodd that the East India Company furnishes an adequate 
supply of our woollen staple tu the China market, we may 
yet fairly expect that British enterprize will not overlook the 
advantages which the opening of the India trade holds out 
to this quarter ; nor will the introduction of British ‘mana- 
factures into these islands, either with an ultimate view to the 
above markets, or to those of Spanish America, in any material 
degree interfere with the staple trade of. the company : thete 
is full scope for adventure in this new vineyard, and labourers 
will not be wanting.” 


Of these islands, Manilla is the most considerable. Ic is 
nearly 400 miles in length, and “upwards of 180 in breadth, 
and it is more healthful than its neighbours, which are thirteen 
intumber. ‘The bay is circular; the port remarkably good, 
and admirably calculated for the Chinese and East India trade. 
The island is enriched with many mountains, which contain 
gold, and is beautified’with fertile plains, fine pastures, and 
springs of the most excellent water in the universe. It proe 
duces buffaloes, sheep, logs, goats, horses, fruits, &e. &e. 
The greater part of the island is mountainous ; it is crossed 
from the north to the south by an immense: chain, from 
which diverge those ramifications that spread through the 
whole island, in many cases even forming detached moun- 
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The whole of this elevated part of the country, occupying 
nearly all the interior, is either a desert, or inhabited by a 
set of wretched people, who do not acknowledge the Spanish 
government. There are in this island several volcanos, as 
that of Mayon, which is between the provinces of Al. 
bay and Camarines: it has a sugar-loaf figure, and is of 
such altitude, that it may be discovered at au immense distance 
at sea. 


“ The last eruption took place in the year 1800, when 
great quantities of sand, stone, and ashes, were thrown up, 
and caused great damage to-the neighbouring villages. From 
that period nothing. occurred) to mark a volcano, so that 
the terror which it had vecasioned, began by degrees to evano- 
rate. The lofty brow of the mountain was converted into a 
pleasant and beautiful garden, and was cultivated with hemp, 
cocoa-nuts, and many kinds.of tructiferous trees, with a great 
quantity of roots and leguminous plants, which, whiie they 
utforded a delightful prospect for the eye, gave support to many 
industrious families.” 


The following account of a dreadful eruption of this voleano 
of Mayon, which wok place ia February, 1814, has been lately 
received ; 


“ On the last day of January, some slight shocks of earth- 
quakes were felt, but were hardly noticed, similar shocks hav- 
ing become veiy frequent since the. dreadful eruption in 
October, 1800, During the aight the earthquake became 
more severe, aud at two o'clock in the morning, was more 
violent than had at any time been known. It was repeated 
at four o’clock, and, from, that time continued without ivter- 
mission “till eight o’clock, when the eruption commenced, 
and was more temendous than had ever before been known. 
The first effort of the inhabitanis was to offer up prayers to 
thesDivine Mercy ; and thea to. fly for shelter in the caves 
and remote parts of the mouutains; but the efforts of 
many were fruitless, being overtaken in their flight by showers 
of stones and burning matier, which spread death among 
thea, ‘The eruption continued for ten days, and during the 
first four was accompanied by almosttotal darkness. About 
neov on the tenth day the noise of the volcano began to 


Jessen, and at two o’clock the borizon was entirely clear, and 


— 


discovered the horrid aud lamentable destruction which the 
darkness had concealed, Five populous towns in the province 
of Camatines, and the principal part of the Albay, were de- 
stroyed 5 more than 12,000 persous were :eckoned among the 
dead: and many that survived were dreadfully wounded or 
Be burnt. 
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burnt. The matter thrown out by the voleano covers the ground 
in some places from ten to twelve yards in depth, amd in others 
it reaches the top of the loftiest cocoa-nut trees. Its rava- 
ges extend over the whole of the beautiful province of Cuma- 
rines, where scarcely a tree has been left standing or unin- 
jured. The opening of the mountain, which forms the cra- 
ter of the volcano, has extended itself about twenty nine 
fathoms below the level; whilst on the southern aspect of the 
mountain three new apertures have been opened, out of whieh 
smoke xnd ashes still continue to be occasionally thrown, 
The population of the province was calculated at 20,000 souls, 
and all who have survived the eraption have been ruined, or 
deprived of every thing they possessed.” 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 


COURT OF CHANCERY, 
WepwNespay, DecemBerR 14, 1814 


Ex-Parte Brooke Allen Bridges, in Re Thomas Lewis, a 
Bankrupt. 


a hy. E whole of this day was occupied in the discussion of 
the must singular bankruptcy for a long time before 
argued. 

The bankrupt was an attorney of Gray’s Inn, who, in the 
month of August last, afier a commission sued out against 
him, absconded from this country into France, indebted in 
a sum of 20,0001. less, by a sum of 200I, only, taking with 
him all his books of accounts, papers, and vouchers, wiilout 
submitting to his commission, by which he became an out 
Jaw aud felon, in addition to the guilt of embezziement of the 
money of his employers to the total ruin of several widows 


and orphans, but more particularly of a Mrs. Mootham, of 
widow lady, aged 75 years, whose whole fortune being 37,0001? 


the bankrupt took away. 

The first petiion was filed by Mr. Brook Bridges, an, 
attorney of Red Lion-square, the solicitor of the bankrupt] 
and an alleged creditor tor a ‘sam of 200). or thereabouls) 
Another and second petition was presented by a creditor, both 
with a view of superseding the commission, on the ground) 
that the same had been issued on the false ground of the 
bankrupt being a sciivener, which an attorney has been latelyj 
ruied not to be, ' 
The 
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The extent and variety of the long discussion would be im- 
possible to detail within our limits. ‘ 

Mr. Hart and Mr. Montague were for the supersedeas, and 
Sir Arthur Pigott, Mr. Leach, and Mr. Ware, against it. 

The lord chanceilor, after an elaborate and energetic 
disquisition oa the bankrup: laws, and the unprecedented 
nature and enormity of the attempt by the bankrupt’s solicitor, 
thus to do away such commissions, indignantly dismissed bot! 
petitions with costs. ‘ 





COURT OF KING’S BENCH. 


Sittings at Guildhall, London, before Lord Ellenborough, and a 
Special Jury. 


ROBERTS V0. HARDY, ESO. AND OTHERS. 


THIS was an action of trespass against the defendant 
Hardy, a commissioner of bavkrupts, and others, for enter 
ing the apartments of the plaintiff in the king’s bench, on the 
12th of May, 1813, and taking away a box of papers. and also 
tor taking bim before the commissioners of bankrupis, at Leeds, 
onthe i4th of April, to,be examined by virtue of a wairant 
from the commissioners. 

The plointiff resided in the north, and a commission of 
bankraptey had been awarded against him, on the petition 
of — Walker, fora joint jebt due to bim and his part 
ner,Coghill. Upon this petition he was declared a bank- 
rupt. ‘The plaintiff had insisted he was not a subject of the 
bankrupt laws, and reiused to answer before the commis- 
sioners, for which they had committed him to gaol, and had 
granted their warrant for the seizure of bis papers. For this 
he brought the present action of trespass against the com- 
missioners, the messengers, the attorney, and the petitioning 
creditor. Lt was provedthat be had dealings as a merchant, 
but the debt on which the commission was founded was due 
to Walker and Coghill, Coghill was resident in America, and 
now a deteuu there. [t was at first attempted to be proved 
that he was then adhering to the king’s enemies ; but it only 
appeared Liat ai the commencement of tie war the Aimeii- 
can government issued a proclamation, by which they per- 
mitted all British subjects co deport from America within six 
mmonths, aud that it they remained after that time they 
would be detained ; tbat Coghill chose to remain, and was now 
detained., On this ground, and on the authoriiy of a case 
ruled by Lord Alyauley, «a case was reserved—Whether a debt 

due 
























if THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


due in part toa person in an enemy’s country could be a good 
petitioning creditor's debt ? 
Verdict for plaintiff, subject to this case. 





COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 
December 17, 1814. 
PHILLIPS VU. CHAMPION. 


THIS was an action upon a policy of insurance, effecied 
on the ship Active, bound from this country to the South 
Seas, in the whale and sea fishery, with liberty. to touch at 
New South Wales, New Holland, &c. and the plaintiff sought 
to recover an average or a total loss. 

Henry Torubull sailed as second mate in the Active 
from this country, in September, 1808, and continued in 
her ‘till May, 1809, when she had arrived at Kent’s Groupe, 
in the South Seas. They had then got between one and 
2000 seal skins. Witness was sent away from this to another 
island in search of seals. Never met with or saw the ship 
again. Witness afterwards sailed in hisopen boat from place 
to place, until he and his little erew were picked up by Go- 
vernor Bligh. 

LU. Lowriston was engaged on board the Active, and sailed 
with her in March, one thousand eight hundred and eight. 
They met with heavy gales; two boats were sent out in Boss's 
“traits, in the South Seas, in search of seals; they went in 
search of these boats, and went to Western Port Island, in 
the hope of finding them ; while off here, there were dread- 
ful gales, and the ship was blown on shore, and remained. in 
that state six days ; she was at last got off: she was again, 
however, thrown on the shore, and was upset; she was one 
day under water, but the crew at length mghted her, and 
one of the boats which were out joined her, when they sailed 
for Port Jackson. Much of the articles were thrown over- 
board, and all the seal skins were destroyed. On the 4th 
of December they were refitted and went to sea again. They 
gotto New Zealand, where they found great quantities of 
seals. Witness and seven men were put on shore on two 
small islands, and the ship went away, leaving them on the 
3d of January, 1811. She was bound to the northward ia 
discovery of more seals. She came back on the 9th of 
February, and landed two more men and provisions. ‘There 
were then ten men left, and the ship sailed for Port Jackson 
for more provisions and salt ; she never returned again. Witness 
and 
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and his fcllow-sufferers were three years and nine months 
on these desolate islands. They supported themselves during 
that time upon seals. A vessel afterwards took witness and 
his crew to Port Jackson. He never heard any account of 
the Activ since that time, and had no doubt but she was 
lost. ‘ 

Verdict for the plaintiff to the amount of the total loss of 
the vessel, and of the average loss on the seal skins injured 
by the upsetting of the vessel. 

The principal witness in this ease, who had so long resided 
on these desolate islands, is extremely ill from the eiects 
of the severity of the climate. He said he coufd get ro 
food but afew wild fowl and ‘seals.. Himself and his com- 
panions clothed themselves in seal skins. He was the only 
man brought to England. There was an immense range of 
wountains across the islands, over which they attempted to 
get, but were exliausted before they reached the top. He left 
his companions in Botany Bay. 





An Englishman's Reflections on his Return to his Natic 
Land. 


F a man feeble in: his limbs, not possessed of firm health, 

and now growing old, performs a journey of above 1000 
miles, twice crossing the sea, and twice the Alps, and, alicr 
four months, returns to his native country without baving met 
with any accident, or having experienced the smatiest mistor- 
tune, he certainly ought to feel grateful to the Almighty for 
the protection which has been vouchsafed him. L[ trust that 
my breast is not insensible to such feelings; ‘but I can with 
truth assert that, the foregoing consideration, important as it 
is, does not hold the first place in my mind at the present 
moment. 

Returning from France to England, and once more setting 
my foot in my native country, I feel a debt of gratitude to 
HIM who ordained my existence in this island, which: rises 
still higher than preservation from accident or sickness. 1 
compare my situation as an Englishman with tbat of the in- 
habitants of other countries of the globe in general, aad of 
France in particular. [f I had been born in that land which 
I yesterday quitied, I might have received such an education 
as would have rendered. me insensible to the tuths of Curis- 
tianity, and to the duties which its doctrines inculcate : not 
enjoying the advantages which we derive from our well con- 
sututed government. [ might, like the greater part of the 

6 neigh- 
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neighbouring nation, have fluctuated in opinion from despotism 


to anarchy. I might then have been taught, as the yourhsof s 
the French republic were taught, that death is an eternal sleep; 7 

and deriving from that doctrine the natural conclusion, thatif? 

I could conceal my crimes from a worldly magistrate | should? 

never be ealled to account by an All-seeing Judge; I migh) | 
have been tempted to partake io that vicious system which ha, 
been, | will not say universal, but more general in France tha, 
can possibly be conceived by those who have not visited. that f 
unhappy country. 1 contemplate with pleasure the reverse of} j 
the picture. [I was bon in a country in whose churches the) 4 
doctrines of Christianity are taught, as [ verily believe, inal 4 
manner more conformable to the gospel than in any othe |] 
land. Without eathusiasim or superstition,—equally removed) | 
from the papacy of Rome, and the Calvinism of Geneya,—f 4 
the mild spirit of Christianity, as itis taught by our established § ii 
church, is calculated not only to render us better, bat to renderh  ¢ 
us happier even in this world, and certainly to give us the hope) ., 
of eternal happiness hereafter. I sum up the whole with say-) 4 
ing, that in my cpinion the great advantage to be derived by} } 
Englishmen from a view of foreign countries in general, andof§  }. 
France in particular, is to increase their attachment to theirh  ) 
native land, to make them duly sensible of what they owe tf}, 
Him who placed their existence in this happy island, and df ¢ 
course sensible of the degree to which it is incumbeat orf 4 


them, to act worthy of the station which his merciful protege « 








dence has assigned them. n 
VIATOR SENESCENS., “ 

2 

ee AF a b 
AN ANECDOTE. 5 


HE artand apparent simplicity with which the lower clas 

of [rish endeavour to carry any point they wish to obtain, 
vas strongly instanced the last time Lord and Lady Castlereagh 
visited their seat in the county of Down. An aged female, 
who lived in a cabin on his lordship’s estate, met the noble 
pair taking an early walk one morning, and, after the usual 
salutation of “ Heavens bless your swate faces,” added, “ Och, 
Thad such a delightful drame last night aboat your honours.’ | 
“© What was it Judith ”” said his lordship, smiling. “ Why, 
an plase you, me lordship and me ladyship, I dremt that your 
lordship gave me a pound of tobacco, and me ladyship there 
a pound of tea.” “ But you know,” rejoined the noble lord, 
* dreams always go by the contrary.” “ Och !” exclaimed] 
Judith, “ itis just the same thing to me,so your lordship will] 
give ine the tea, and her ladyship the tobacco.” Li is almosth 0 
necdless to add, that Judith bad money given her to buy both) 
9 Sketch 
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Sketch of the Life of the cel: brated Partridge, Almanack- 
maker, Xc. Sc. 


S Partridge was so unfortunate as to be the butt of a cele- 
brated wit, in the reign of Anne, the ridiculous part of bis 
character, or rather the ridicule tht was thrown upon hin, 
will be remembered when the rest of his persen.l history is 
forgoten. Mr. John Aubrey informs us, that when he had 
learned to read, and a little to wre, he was bound apprentice 
to a shoemaker ; and that he followed this occupation, When 
he was eizhteen years of age he found means to procure a 
Lilye’s Gramwar, a Gouldma:n’s Dictionary, Ovid’s Metamor- 
phosis,aud a Kaun Bible; and, by the heip of these books he 


acquired L.tin enough to read the works of astrological authors 


in that ianguage. He vextapplied himself to the study of 
Greek and Hebrew. He also studied physic; but was, saith 
my author,a shoemaker in Covent Garden, in 1680. 1 find 
that he was swoin physician to Charles Ll. not long atier; as 
he is styled physician to his majesty, in the title to his trans- 
lation of “ Haduanus a Mynsich ’s Treasury of Physic ;” 1682. 
Mr. Aubrey has given us the followiag list of his works, winch 
he has carried downto the yearabove-mentioned : © A Hebrew 
Calendar,” 1978; “ Vade Mecum,” 1679; “ Evclesiiegia, 
an Almanack,” 1679; another with the same title, fo 1680; 
“ The King of ’ France’s, Nativity ;” “ A Discourse of two 
Moous ;” “ Mercutius Coelestis,” an Almanack, for 1681 ; 
“ Prodomus, « Discourse of the Conjunction of Saturn and 
Mars.” He was also author of * The black Life of John Gace 
bury*,” &c. He lies buried iu the churci-yard of Mortlake, ia 
Surry, ‘The following inscription is eugraved on his tomb : 


Johannes Partridge Astrologus, 
et Medicine Dector: 
Natus est apud East Sheen, 
in Counttatu Surry, 

18 Die Januoriit, Auno i644, 
et Mortuus est Londini, 

14 Die Junii, Auno i719. 
Medicinam fecit duobus Regibus, 
unique Regine ; Carolo scilicet scundo, 
Williclmo tertio, Regieeque Marie. 
Creatus Medicina Doctor. 
Lugduni Batavoiam. 


* Itis observable that almost all the noted astrologers spoke of cach 
other as regues and IMpostors. 


Vol. 55. C Answer, 
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Answer, by E.-Dunn, of Mevagissey, to G. Majar’s Charade, inserted the tis 
of Angust, 


F I an ANTELOPE should send, 
Perhaps it will no one offend. 





Answer, by E.H T. of Sherborne, to E. Dunn’s Charade, inserted the 26h 
of September. 


Ww seas are rough and dismal tempests roar, 
*T were far inore sufe, | think, to be ASHORE. 


ttt Similar answers have been received fromJ. Petvir,of Street; J. Pos 
tlethwaite, of the royal marines at Stonehouse; J. —Keiso, neat Saltash; 
W. Bickham, of Spring, Gardens, near Ashburvoa; S. Phitlips, of St Ste 
phen’s; R.R_ Bross, of FKalmoutn: J. Best, of Dennis;.J Channon, 
Ctrery St. Mary; J. Tucker, ot Cornwoithy school; and J. sansom,af } 


Puole, 











Answer, by Philomath, of Weston Zovland,.to I. Petrvin's Rebus, inserted th 
10ib yf October. 


LASTONBURY is the town, 
Of ancicnt date, and great revown, 


{4 We have received the like answer from KE Dunn, of Mevagissey; f 
RR. Broad, of Faimouth, R Dawe, of Laniulph; J. Davy, of Broad. 
winsor; J. Tucker, of Cornworthy school; J. ‘Channon, of Ottery & 

lary; J. W,or Charmouth; C.P. of txerer; J Lhomas, of Penzanog 
G- Major, of Colygon; H Crocker, of Cockell; No Aadrew, ot Penzance; 
J. Russel, of Sidmouth; S_ Phillipsjof St. Stephens’s; J. Best, of St 
Dennis; BE. H. IT. J. K.of Beaminster; J. Sansum, of Poole; and J. Kelso! 
near Saltash. i 








ANAGRAM, by J. Tucker, of Cornworthy School. 
F you a garment :isht transpose, 
A vahaut Romun you'll transpose. 
ee ee ee ee vsinatien hin 
ANAGRAM, by Arcanus, of North Cadbury. 


2 A A ae ee 


Wi AT most things have if you transpose, i 
What is most vile it will disclose; ; 
Transpose again, in order right, 
Part of a beast appears in sight; 
Again transpose, and then will you 
Conclusion make—so now adieu! 


v2, 





CHARADE, by ¥. Dawe, of Landulp, 
F AR Afric’s shore if you explore, 


My first you'll soun display 5 
On yonder tree uy next you'll see, 
Chaunting its dulcet lay. 
Phe parts seicct, and you'll detect, 
What in my house I keep, 
Chauniing its song the summer long, 
In varied strains most sweet. 


e POETRY, 
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EXTRACTS FROM LARA, A TALE, BY LORD BYRON. 


NIGHT. 


13 was the night, snd Lara’s glassy stream 

The stars are studding, each with unag’d beam : 
So calm the waters scarcely seem d to stray, 

And yet they glide, like happiness, away ; 
Reflecting far, and fairy-iike, from high 

The immortal lights that live along the sky : 

Its banks are fring’d with many a goodly tree, 
And flowets the fairest that may feast the bee; 
Such in her chaplet infant Dian wove, 

And innocence would offer to her Jove. 

These deck the shore; the waves their channel make 
In windings bright, and mazy like the snake. 

All was so still, soisoft, in earth and air, 

You scarce would start to meet a spirit there; 
Secure that nought of evil could delight 

‘To walk in such a scene, on such a night! 

It was a inument only for the good: 

So Lara deem’d, nor longer there he stood, 

But turn’d in silence to his castle-gate : 

Such scene his soul no more could contemplate: 
Such scene reminded him of other days, 

Ot skies more cloudless, moons of purer blaze, 
OF nights more soft and frequent, hearts that now— 
N.—No—the stcrm may beat upon his brow, 
Untelt—unsparing—but a night like this, 

A night of beauty mock’d such breast as his. 


SLEEP. 


THE crowd,.are gone, the revellers at rest ; 
The courteous host, and all-approving guest, 
Axasin to that accustom’d couch must creep 
Where joy subsides, ahd sorrow sighs to sleep, 
And man, o’erlabour’d wich his being’s strife, 
Shrinks to that sweet forgetfulness of life: 
There lie love’s feverish hope, and cunning’s guile, 
Hate’s working brain, and lull’d ambition’s wile, 

OQ’ © each vain eye oblivion’s pinions wave, 
And quench’d existence crouches in a grave. 

hat better name may slumber’s bed become? 
Night’s sepulchre, the universal home, 

Where weakness, strength, vice, virtue, sunk supine, 
Alike in naked helplessness recline; 

Gtad for awhile to heave unconscious breath, 

Yet wake to wrestle with the dread of death; 

And shun, tho’ day but dawn on ills inereas’d, 

hat sleep, the loveliest, since it drenms the.least 
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THE LAND OF WONDERS, OR JOHANNA’S DELIVERANCE, 


HU’ old Mother Shipton is long ago’ dead, 
And wise Katterfelto has laid down his head, 
Sull our tight Jittle island of wonders is full, 
For all sort of wonders go down with John Bull. 


T’other day Prophet Brothers did wonders declare, 
That frighten the fools, ard made old women stare; 
*Tiii a wonderful jacket the prophet connn’d, 

So straight on his limbs that it straighten’d his mind, 


A new one sprung up, and a wonder you'll think, 

For she liv’d, we are told, without victuals or drink ; 

Jobany Bull tock it in, and the starving Ann Moore, 
‘ound muney, and victuals, and drink, at her door. 


> Till some ill-natur’d neighbours, inclining to doubt, 
Were determin’d to see what came in and came out ; 
Watch’d this wonder so closeiy that, strange to relate, 
She grew tir’dof her fasting, and begg’d for her plate, 


Next Johanna arose, full of wonders so big, 
Surrounded by spirits, Old Nick, and the pig; 
‘Threaien’d soney, the bishops, and other deceivers, 
And then sold her seals to the faithful believers. 


Of her prophecies Old Slipstring has a plentiful store, 
Just as true as the almanacks made by Frank Moore! 
But what they express no divine can reveal, 

Nur any one else—’til] they’ve purchas’d a seal. 


Now Johnny step forward, your call’d to believe, 

That this wonderful virgin, tho’ older than Eve, 

Will bring you a son, y our old age to amuse, 

Who will drive out the lurks to make way for the Jews, 


She tells you she’s pregnant by means of some spirit, 
With a prince of the land which the Jews shali innerit ; 
By a whale, or a sea-horse, or something a kin, 

Which she swallow’d one night in a glass of her gin. 


And to’prove herself breeding, tho’ call’d an impostor, 
She appeals to Old Harry, and fam’d Dr. Faustus ; 

* Lis attested by Tozer, the parson beside, 

And confirm’d, beyond donbt, by her medical guide, 


Then open your pockets to a!} she desires, 

And hand to the priestess the gift she requires ; 
And when with your presents her coffers are tull, 
She'll deliver herself—with good-bye, Mr. Bull! 














ON SEEING TWO LAMBS FIGHIING. 


At harmless pair, whose gentleness is sorght 

T’ improve and beautify the human mind; 

Are your suft breasts with rage and tury fraught? 
And are ye prone to vex and hurt your kind? 

Alas! wha:e’er we view thro’ nature’s span, 
Contertion’s found to hover o’er its birth 3 

Alike or timid lamb, or lordly man 

For love and peace dwelt) not upon the eartlr! 
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